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Subscriptions, Fresh Fruit, and Cookie Dough 

By David H. Feldman, Head of School 

 

When I lived in Connecticut, each autumn my 

doorbell rang and there in my yard would stand 

Dan.  Dan was my former student, a neighbor, 

and the best salesperson (under fifteen) I had 

ever met.  It seemed that no matter what Dan 

was selling, I was always reaching for my 

checkbook.  My freezer was stocked with 

cookie dough, I had oranges arriving every 

week, I had to give my mail carrier a special 

holiday gift because of all the magazines that 

were coming to our house, and my wife was 

giving me a hard time because of the amount of 

E-mail the Sierra Club was sending since Dan 

sold me a membership the previous fall.  I was 

an easy mark, and Dan had the touch. 

 

As I went to the door for this annual rite of fall 

 my wife pulled me aside and said, ñDavid, you 

know youôre going to buy whatever heôs selling, 

have him keep the stuff and just write him a 

check.ò   It was true, I was going to support Dan 

in whatever cause he was working to help, and I 

really didnôt need the ñthingsò he was selling to 

see that supporting the Spanish program, help-

ing raise money for after school classes, or giv-

ing to strengthen the environment were causes 

that were deserving of my financial support.  It 

really never was about the cookie dough, I could 

go to the supermarket and buy cookie dough.  

Itôs about whether the local school could afford 

to have a drama program or whether the school 

newspaper could afford to go to print. 

 

At Kazoo School we do not ask our families to 

call their friends and neighbors to buy subscrip-

tions, eat more fresh fruit, or buy chocolate bars.  

While those fundraising concepts have their 

place, we know that your time is valuable and 

your commitment to our program is strong.  As 
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Education is not a preparation for life, but life itself 

                 -John Dewey 
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a  

not-for-profit we work very hard to streamline our costs 

and invest in the children we serve.  In a time when costs 

are rising faster than paychecks and families have to 

make difficult choices, our Board of Trustees understands 

that a childôs education is a precious investment. 

 

Instead of asking you to buy products as a means of  

supporting the needs of the school, we ask that all of our 

families and friends make a financial gift to our Annual 

Fund.  This gift goes directly to the operational costs of 

the school.  It helps to pay for programs in each class, 

field trips, arts classes, technology, faculty professional 

development, financial aid, and so much more. 

 

Each year the Board of Trustees sets the budget for the 

school and intentionally under funds the schoolôs needs.  

This gap between the cost of running the school and the 

tuition we charge gives many families the opportunity to 

attend the school.  We try to hold back the ever-

increasing cost of tuition and ask our community to help 

us fund the difference.  Indeed, if we set tuition at the 

level necessary to cover the real operational costs, school 

families would receive bills that were over $2000 higher, 

per child, than we currently charge. 

 

We have made an important decision not to ask you to 

buy wrapping paper, holiday cards, coffee, and cookies.  

Instead of asking our children to sell these items to your 

friends, co-workers and family, we ask that you include 

these important people in our Annual Fund.  Because, as I 

learned from my experiences with Dan, itôs not about the 

cookie dough, itôs about the cause. 

 

In the next few days you will receive a letter from me 

asking you to give to the schoolôs Annual Fund, please be 

generous with your support.  Help us close the gap and 

thrive as a school.  Let your friends and family know 

about Kazoo School and encourage them to join you in 

supporting the important work we do.  Gifts are tax  

deductible as allowed by law. 

 

At a time when stocks are volatile, bond markets are 

weak, and bank interest is low people are always looking 

for a place to put their money.  Can you think of a better 

investment than our future?  Your gift to Kazoo School is 

an investment in the education of tomorrowôs leaders ï 

thatôs not high risk ï thatôs a sure thing! 

 

Health and Wellness 

We are starting to see the usual colds and illnesses that 

accompany the school year.  Hand washing, sneezing/

coughing into your elbow (the vampire sneeze), and  

getting plenty of rest are things we stress with our  

students. 

 

Below is information from our Family Handbook to help 

you know how we will respond to student illness and 

what our expectations are of families when a child is ill. 

If a child becomes ill at school, we will call the parents/

guardian and ask that they pick up their child as quickly as 

possible.  If we cannot reach the parents/guardian, we will 

call the emergency contact person.  It is not only best for a 

sick child to be at home, it is our responsibility to watch out 

for the health needs of all children at school.  After parents 

have been notified, a sick child will wait in the school office 

for his/her ride.   

 

No child should come to school with any contagious disease, 

an unexplained rash, a temperature of 100o or above, or 

vomiting.  We ask that students stay home until they are 

symptom-free for 24 hours.  We believe that a child must be 

healthy to experience useful days at school. 

 

Children who return to school for limited activity need to 

have a doctor's statement supporting their request.  If your 

child is diagnosed as having a communicable disease such as 

chicken pox, measles, etc., it is important for you to notify the 

school at once, and we will decide whether other families 

need to be informed. 

 
What if the Secret to Success is Failure? 

An article in last monthôs New York Times Magazine poses 

some very interesting questions about character education, 

and how our children learn.  Is "grit" the key character trait 

our children need to develop if they are to find academic and 

social success in life?  Take a look at Paul Tough's piece; I'd 

love to know what you think. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/18/magazine/what-if-the-

secret-to-success-is-failure.html?_r=1&amp;pagewanted=all 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/18/magazine/what-if-the-secret-to-success-is-failure.html?_r=1&amp;pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/18/magazine/what-if-the-secret-to-success-is-failure.html?_r=1&amp;pagewanted=all


 

Reminders: 

¶ Please turn in your enrollment packet to the office.  

¶ Please join us for our JV and Varsity girls  volleyball  

home games (Free Methodist Church on  Maple Street).   

Kazoo School  plays against St. Aôs Monday October 

3rd at St. Aôs.  Game starts at  4:00 pm. 

¶ If you havenôt already signed up for conferences, please 

do so.  The sign up sheet will be in the hallway in front 

of the office .  

¶ Picture Day -Tuesday, October 12th starting at 8:00 a.m. 

¶ Please Join us for our Parent Association Meeting  

Wednesday, October 12th at 6:15 pm.   

¶ We are looking for parent volunteers to help with recess 

supervision on Wednesdays and Thursdays           

11:45 ï 12:15p.m.  If you are able to help, please contact  

   Kathryn  at kbishop@kazooschool.org  . 

 

¶ All are welcome to attend our weekly Friday  

  assemblies  (8:00 ï 8:30a.m.). Stop by for drop-off and    

  stick around to see the program. 

 

¶ If we are outside and the temperature is 60 degrees 

or lower, students are required to wear jackets.     
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¶ Make sure your child has a reusable water bottle 

at school every day so we can reduce the cost and 

waste of paper cups. 

 

¶ Help our 8th graders get to Mammoth Caves in 

Kentucky in May 2012.  Please bring your used 

ink and toner cartridges to the school for         

recycling.  Youôll find a collection box outside of 

the school office.  The 8th graders earn several 

hundred dollars each year to help fund their class 

trip by collecting and recycling these cartridges 

that would otherwise end up in the landfill.  You 

help our students and the environment.  Itôs a win

-win! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:newburysl@gmail.com
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Dear Kazoo School Families, 

 

You order gift cards (Scrip) from a list of hundreds of different merchants through a secure website called  

ShopwithScrip.com.  You pay face value for the cards, and Kazoo School receives a profit ranging from 2%-15% on each dollar 

you spend.  You earn money for the School by using gift cards to make purchases for items you would normally use cash or credit 

to buy.  Itôs that simple.  This fundraising program is an integral part of our Schoolôs budget.  We canôt meet the needs of the 

School without your participation.  Please remember that all Kazoo School families are required to raise a minimum of $150 in 

Scrip profit before the end of the school year. 

 

If you havenôt already set up your Scrip account, please do it today!  The attached ñhow-toò will walk you through this simple proc-

ess.  Please feel free to stop by the School office for help getting startedðweôre here to help! 
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