
 

Classroom News 
You can find all of our faculty updates and 

classroom news on our Online Classroom Blog 

at: 

http://www.kazooschool.org/onlineclassrooms/ 

 

Log-in:  kazooschool 

Password:  1401cherrystreet 

 

Dear Kazoo School Families,  
 

Summerôs hours seem to move much faster as 

an adult than I remember them moving as a 

child. When I was in elementary school it 

seemed that June, July and August were one 

long never ending day of baseball, bike riding, 

and playing at the beach.  The only thing that 

seemed to disrupt the schedule was that long 

anticipated family trip to some neighboring  

state to sample the local amusement park.  I  

remember getting into the back seat of my  

parents car with my two sisters and leaving the 

house early in the morning to avoid the traffic.  

We had our books, toys, and snacks prepared 

for the journey ahead. I hope you and your  

family are engaged in your own memorable 

summer adventures, and that you are enjoying 

time together immersing yourselves in the  

activities that bring you joy. 

 

We have had a very busy summer at Kazoo 

School preparing for your arrival in the fall.  In 

September we will be welcoming new faculty 

and see several familiar faces taking on new 

roles.  I am especially pleased to share three 

changes in personnel.  Art teacher Aubrey  

Hardaway will continue to work with Kazoo 

School as our artist in residence, a position that 

will have her working with students and  

teachers in each basegroup to integrate visual 

arts into our curriculum.  We are pleased to  

welcome Mary Mazei as our new Spanish 

teacher and Lorene Livingstone-McNelis into a 

new position as our drama teacher. 

 

Our School continues to grow as we prepare to 

welcome 24 new students to our community.  I 

know you will want to spend some time meeting 

our new students and their families at our  

upcoming community events.  

 

E-NEWS 
 August 12, 2011 

Education is not a preparation for life, but life itself 
                 -John Dewey 

Mission Statement 

 
Kazoo School nurtures  

curiosity, creativity, and  

self-confidence, through 

a school experience that 

is active and rigorous.  

 

We recognize that  

students have different 

needs at different  

developmental stages, 

and we provide a  

curriculum that  

integrates academic,  

social, emotional, and 

physical learning  

opportunities for each 

child.   

 

We celebrate our  

cultural differences and 

embrace a commitment 

to inclusiveness,  

sustainability, and the 

partnership between  

family and school. 

 
 

 

Kazoo School  

1401 Cherry St. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

Ph: (269) 345-3239 

Fax: (269) 345-3235 

www.kazooschool.org 

 
 
 

The Kazoo School does not discriminate against any 

person on the basis of gender, race, color, creed, 

religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, political 

persuasion, national or ethnic origin, disability, or 

any other characteristic protected by law in its 

admission, hiring or financial aid policies.  

The  Greta Berman Arbetter 

KAZOO SCHOOL  

http://www.kazooschool.org/onlineclassrooms/
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This year we will start the year by doing something new.  We 

will host an all school pot-luck picnic in conjunction with our 

Kleinstuck Walk on Saturday September 10th from Noon until 

3 p.m.  We will then host a Back to School Night ï just for 

parents ï on Monday September 12th from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

The Back to School Night will give you the chance to meet 

with teachers, hear about the plans for the year, and sign-up 

for fall conferences. 

 

I am very pleased to share with you that this summer I  

received a letter from the Independent Schools Association of 

the Central States (ISACS) President Keith Shahan  

letting us know that the Visiting Team who was on campus 

last spring submitted its report for review.  The report was 

taken before the Evaluation Review Committee (ERC) and 

was accepted without condition; the committee granted Kazoo 

School membership in good standing with full  

accreditation. 

 

 

2011-2012 Faculty and Administration 
 

Sonita Newbury Schau and Jamie Marshall - Preschool  
 

Hjordis Snider ï Kindergarten 
 

Rose Lannen and Whitney Ihrman Holmes ï 1st/2nd Grade 
 

Laura Hinkley ï 3rd Grade 
 

Derek Strine ï 4th/5th Grade 
 

Janice Russo and Anne Lape ï Middle School 
 

Karen Anderson ï Physical Education 
 

Mary Mazei ï Spanish 
 

Cori Somers - Music 
 

Lorene Livingstone McNelis ï Drama 
 

Aubrey Hardaway  - Artist in Residence 
 

Kathryn BishopðPreschool & Director of Auxiliary  

Programs 
 

Phillip Heasley ï Associate Head of School & Business  

Manager 
 

Kristi Betts ï Assistant to the Head of School 
 

David Feldman ï Head of School 

 

 

Yes, September is just around the corner, and with it will 

come the opportunity to build and renew very special  

partnerships.  I know each of us have busy schedules and time 

is a resource that is often difficult to spare, but our community 

needs your active participation.  When we work together, we 

send the message to our children that school is important, that 

education is part of our system of values. I encourage you to 

be involved in our School, attend the Parent Association meet-

ings, serve on a committee, become a room parent, volunteer 

your talents for classroom projects, and attend assemblies, 

performances, and events.   

 

 

The Kazoo School community is stronger when we join  

together for the best interests of our children. 

 

This is going to be an incredible year; I look forward to all 

that we will accomplish together! 

 

Sincerely, 

        

David H. Feldman 

Head of School 

 

 

 

Calendar August and September 

(Keep up to date with Kazoo School events with the Online 

Calendar)   

August  16   All School Popsicle Playdate @ Kazoo  

     School  

August  23  All School Popsicle Playdate @ Kazoo  

     School 

September 1  Preschool Orientation ï 10 a.m. 

     Kindergarten Orientation ï 11 a.m. 

September 6  First Day of School ï 8 a.m. 

September 10  All School Kleinstuck Walk and Back to  

     School Picnic 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

September 12  Back to School Night/Fall Conference   

     Sign-up ï Parents Only 6:30 pm. ï 8 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Enrollment Forms 
 

Enrollment forms are due September 6th, 2011.   

Please stop by the office, say hello , and turn in your 

forms. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=kazooschool&PHPSESSID=2d3ac698751eb62dcd55c8409a3af63b
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=kazooschool&PHPSESSID=2d3ac698751eb62dcd55c8409a3af63b


 

Preschool News  

By Sonita Newbury Schau,  Jamie Marshall and  

Kathryn Bishop 

 

Dear Preschool Families, 

As summer draws to a close, we are busy preparing for a 

great year of preschool! We hope that you and your child are 

enjoying the last few weeks before heading back to school. 

 

We invite you to attend our Preschool Orientation on  

Thursday, September 1st from 9:00 -10:00 am. Orientation is 

an informal time where you and your preschool child will 

have the opportunity to become familiar with the classroom, 

visit with the teachers, and get to know other children in the 

class. We hope to see you there! 

 

We ask each family to contribute to our classroom supplies 

by sending the following items to school by the first day: 

 

¶ 1 box of crayons 

¶ 1 box washable markers 

¶ 8 glue sticks 

¶ 2 rolls paper towels 

 

Please also send the following items, labeled with your 

child's name: 

¶ 1 paint shirt 

¶ 1 change of clothes in a zip lock bag 

 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

 

Sincerely, 

Jamie, Sonita & Kathryn 

 

Kindergarten News 

By Hjordis Snider 
 

Greetings Kindergarten students and parents!  I would like to 

welcome you to Kazoo School Kindergarten and invite you 

to Kindergarten Orientation on Thursday, Sept. 1st from 

10:00 ï 11:00 a.m. in the Kindergarten classroom.  This will 

give you an opportunity to meet me, fellow classmates and 

parents, and also become familiar with the classroom. 

 

Below you will find a supply list of needed items for school.  

Supplies do not need to be labeled unless specified.  Please 

bring these items to Kindergarten Orientation or on the first 

day of school. 

 

Refrigeration is not available to Kindergarten students so 

cold packs and thermos containers are recommended for 

lunch and snack items.  Please be sure to pack a morning 

snack, lunch with a drink, and an afternoon snack each day.  

Gym shoes are also needed on a daily basis. 

 

I look very forward to an exciting Kindergarten year and to 

seeing all of you on September 1st! 
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Hjordis 

Kindergarten Classroom Supply List 

 

¶ Set of extra clothes in a zip lock bag, labeled with                       

childôs name 

¶ Small blanket for rest time, labeled with childôs name 

¶ 2 pocket folders, labeled with childôs name 

¶ 6 glue sticks 

¶ 1 bottle of school glue 

¶ 1 bottle of tacky glue 

¶ 1 pack of washable markers 

¶ 1 black, fine point permanent marker 

¶ 1 box of crayons 

¶ 1 pack of printer paper 

 
Parents will be asked to purchase consumable textbooks such as :Sitton 

Spelling , Wordly Wise, Everyday Mathematics , Handwriting  

Without Tears and paperback novels.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st and 2nd Grade News 

By Rose Lannen and Whitney Ihrman-Holmes 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

We hope that everyone is enjoying the beautiful summer  

season.  Although we still have a few weeks of summer left, 

once those ñBack to Schoolò sales start cropping up in the 

stores, we always begin to anticipate and plan for the new 

school year. 

 

We look forward to beginning the school year with many of 

our old friends and some new ones as well!  We have many 

exciting adventures and plans for the coming year, and we 

canôt wait to get started! We are going to have a fantastic 

year! 

 

Below you will find a list of supplies your child will need to 

begin the school year.  Please bring these supplies, labeled 
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1st and 2nd grade Classroom Supply List 

 

¶ 2 pocket folders 

¶ 6 glue sticks 

¶ 1 pack of washable markers 

¶ 1 pack of #2 wooden pencils (all sharpened) 

¶ 1 pack of colored pencils (all sharpened) 

¶ 1 pack of 24 crayons 

¶ 1 pair child scissors 

¶ 1 pack pencil top erasers 

¶ 1 large eraser (pink pearl or similar) 

¶ 1 wide ruled Composition book 

¶ 1 paint shirt 

¶ Water bottle 

¶ List of food allergies and restrictions 

 
Parents will be asked to purchase consumable textbooks such as :Sitton 

Spelling , Wordly Wise, Everyday Mathematics , Handwriting  

Without Tears and paperback novels.   
 

Suggestions for happy, organized, successful children: 

It is helpful if the initial batch of pencils is sharpened at 

home, because it minimizes long sharpening sessions on 

the first few days of school with our loud classroom 

sharpener.  Mechanical pencils are very tricky for young 

children, who tend to press very hard when they write, 

leading to frustration when they frequently break the 

lead.  Reloading new lead is also difficult for little  

fingers.  Pencils need not be labeled, as they will be 

pooled into a classroom supply. 

 

Crayon boxes tend to disintegrate quickly.   A small  

plastic crayon holder, Tupperware box, or even a sturdy 

Ziploc bag for crayons helps keep cubby spaces  

organized and materials more accessible.  Similarly, a 

small zippered pencil bag for colored pencils can be  

helpful.  Colorful school supplies are fun and kids love 

them;  however, supplies that are also toys (eg. erasers 

shaped like animals or cartoon characters) or that have 

toys attached can be distracting for your child and other  

children. 

 

Kazoo School provides tissues and paper towels for our 

classroom. However, boxes of softer name-brand tissues 

are gentler on little noses and are always appreciated. 

    

Enjoy the rest of your summer!  See you soon. 

 

Rose and Whitney 

3rd Grade News  

By Laura Hinkley  
 

Dear Parents, 
 

I hope you have been enjoying these beautiful summer days!  

I have begun to think about some of the exciting themes we 

will study this year and look forward to hearing some ideas 

from your children.  We will be ñBig Buddiesò to the  

Kindergarten class this year and Hjordis and I have been 

brainstorming some fun activities.  We will begin the year 

with a field trip to Lake Village Homestead at some point in 

September with our buddies.  It will be a great trip! 

 

We will be having art in our classroom this year.  I am 

thrilled that it will be fully integrated into the subjects we are 

studying.  Please be sure your child comes to school in 

 comfortable play clothes so that there are no worries of  

getting clothes stained with art materials.  You may send an 

art shirt to school with your child to wear for very messy  

projects.  Also, students have P.E. class each day for 50 

minutes with Karen so be sure your child wears comfortable 

athletic shoes every day and brings a water bottle to school 

every day. 

 

Students in third grade sit on milk crates that are covered 

with a foam cushion and a fabric cover.  It looks as though I 

will have a full classroom this year and so I am in need of 2-3 

more crates.  If you have a milk crate that you would be  

willing to donate, I would really appreciate it. 

 

It is hard to resist thinking about the supplies we will need for 

this school year when every store we walk through is having 

a great sale on school supplies!  I thought it would be helpful 

to send out the third grade supply list to all of you so maybe 

you can take advantage of some of the great deals.  Please 

find it below. 

 

I will be working in our classroom on Thursday and Friday, 

September 1 and 2.  Please stop in and say ñHelloò if you get 

a chance.   

 

All my best, 

Laura 

 

3rd  Grade Classroom Supply List 

 

¶ 12-No. 2 Pencils 

¶ Mechanical Pencil and lead (optional) 

¶ 2 Magic Rub Erasers 

¶ 1 box 24 Crayola Crayons 

¶ 1 box Crayola Markers 

¶ 1 pair Fiskars student scissors 

¶ 1 box Colored pencils 

¶ 1 Set (8 colors) Prang Watercolors 

¶ 4-Fine Black Sharpie Markers 

¶ 4-Ultra Fine Sharpie Markers 

¶ 2 two-pocket folders 

¶ Basic Calculator 
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¶  Ruler 

¶ 2 Large Glue Stix 

¶ 1 Bottle Elmer's School Glue 

¶ 1 roll clear tape 

¶ Paint Shirt 

¶ Reusable Water Bottle  (Bring every day!) 

 

Household Items We Could Use 

¶ empty, clean yogurt containers 

¶ yarn 

¶ fabric scraps 

¶ clean Styrofoam meat trays 

¶ family friendly magazines 

¶ legos, kônex, blocks, or other building materials you 

are willing to donate 

¶ Please let me know if you ever have a large appliance 

box.  We could probably find a fun way to use it! 

 
Parents will be asked to purchase consumable textbooks such as :Sitton 

Spelling , Wordly Wise, Everyday Mathematics , Handwriting  
Without Tears and paperback novels.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th and 5th Grade News  

By Derek Strine 
 

I hope you are enjoying your last few weeks of summer!  

Right now you are either pitching a fit about starting 

school soon, complaining that you havenôt done all the 

things you wanted to do or you are itching to get back to 

the classroom.  What ever it is, donôt worry, school starts 

really soon.  I am quite certain that this will be a great 

year!  
  

Below is a shopping list for the start of school.   You will 

need to purchase the items and bring them to school in a 

paper shopping bag on the first day of school.  Donôt 

write your name on anything except the bag.  Some 

items may become class supplies; others will be yours to 

organize your work.  If you were in my class last year, 

some items may be in good shape to re-use.     
  

You have one assignment to complete before school 

starts. If you havenôt picked up a book this summer (150 

pages or more) time is growing short. Donôt freak out!  

You still have time.  Get to the library or bookstore and 

get a book of your choice and read it.    

 

If you have started a book, either finish the book you  

currently are reading or choose a new one and complete a 

summary and the book project.    Bring these three things 

(book, summary, and project) to school on the first day.   

  

Book Project ï For this project I would like you to do a  

simple poster (remember poster size, not notebook size).  On 

the poster, choose either, 1) design a new cover, 2) design a 

wanted poster for a character, 3) cast the characters for the 

movie  4) draw a map (detailed) of the setting.  Then, write a 

summary on a 3x5 card handwritten (exceptional final draft 

quality).  Show how proud you are of your work by putting 

some time and effort into this first book project.  As men-

tioned, this is your first project to celebrate reading for the 

year.   
  

As you are working on that, Iôll be preparing for the rest of 

the year.  Time is running out. Turn off that X-box and TV.  

Start writing and reading. Burn off that excess energy by  

getting on that bike.  See you really soon. 
  

Derek 

 

 

4th and 5th grade Supply List (* items are repeats from last 

years supplies- you may not need to purchase) 

  

¶ 2 plastic pocket folders (assorted colors) ï 7 if you are 

new to the classroom 

¶ Good Quality Accordion Folder ï plastic is great ï3 to 7 

subject pockets 

¶ Travel Drive ï USB 

¶ Mechanical Pencils (0.9mm) ï supply for home and 

school  

¶ Magic Rub erasers ï for home and school 

¶ 2 hard rulers (standard and metric) ï keep one for home 

¶ Sharp scissors ­ï not elementary type ï we are big kids 

now 

¶ Pencil box (8ò x 5ò) 

¶ 2 highlighters 

¶ Colored Pencils ï 16 pack is plenty 

¶ Crayons ­-16 pack is plenty - I like the self sharpening 

kind 

¶ Elmerôs school glue ï I like white 

¶ Glue sticks (3 pack) 

¶ Pocket sharpener 

¶ Fine point black Sharpie Marker ïthin tip 

¶ Chisel point black Sharpie Marker 

¶ 3x5 note cards - will need to replenish throughout the 

year 

¶ dictionary and thesaurus -electronic okay 

¶ 3-ring Binder (1 1/2 inch) hard cover 

 
Parents will be asked to purchase consumable textbooks such as :Sitton 

Spelling , Wordly Wise, Everyday Mathematics , Handwriting  

Without Tears and paperback novels.   
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Middle School News 

By Anne Lape and Janice Russo 

 

Dear Middle School Students and Families, 

 

We hope you have had a wonderful and relaxing summer and 

that youôre looking forward to coming back to school.  We 

have some great things planned for the year and weôre eager 

to share with you what weôve learned over the  

summer. 

 

Weôre going to be welcoming a great new group of  

students into the Middle School, some who are new to the 

Middle School and some who are new to Kazoo School.  To 

get the year off to the best possible start and allow  

everyone to get to know one another, weôre going to spend the 

first four days of school (Tuesday-Friday) holding what weôre 

calling, ñFoundations Weekò. During these first days, instead 

of jumping headlong into regular classes, weôre going focus 

on group-building, organization techniques and research 

skills.  Weôre going to visit the Kalamazoo Public Library and 

the Kalamazoo Valley Museum and undertake a local history 

project. We need drivers for Wednesday and Thursday morn-

ings from 8:30 to 11, if you (or your parental figures) can 

drive, please email Anne @ alape@kazooschool.org. Thanks. 

Here is the school supply list, donôt worry about getting a 

planner this yearðweôve purchased one for each of you, but 

you will need: 

 

Math and Science Classroom Supply ListðMrs. Janice 

Russo 

 

¶ 3- Graph Paper Spiral NotebooksðLook at Target, in the 

Office Supply section, not the School Section 

¶ 2-Two-Pocket Folders (Heavy Duty) 

¶ 2-Packs of #2 pencils 

¶ 1-Container of Rubber Cement 

¶ 1-Sharpie Set (fine point) 

¶ 1-Ruler 

¶ 1-Protractor 

¶ 1-Compass 

¶ 1-Jumbo Book Cover (X-Large) for math bookðTarget, 

School Supply section has them 

¶ 1-Calculator (6th  and 7th grade TI-30XS MultiView , 

8th grade TI-83 or TI-84) 

  

Language Arts and Social Studies Classroom Supply 

ListðAnne Lape 

 

¶ A Kalamazoo Public Library cardðif you have a  

¶ Portage (or other) card, please obtain a Kalamazoo card 

as well. You will need this for our trip to the library on 

September 7th.  Presenting this card will be your first 

grade in my book. 

¶ 3-1ò Binders 

¶ 3 Sets of 3-hole divider tabs 

¶ Notebook paper 

¶ Pens and pencils 

¶ Highlighters (yellow or orange) 

¶ Post-it notes 

¶  

8th Gradersðif you didnôt turn your Rhetoric Book in; 

find it and bring it the first day! 

For home:  

¶ A stapler and a 3-hole punch 

¶ An independent reading bookðFirst book report 

dueðOctober 13!  

 
Parents will be asked to purchase consumable textbooks such as :Sitton 

Spelling , Wordly Wise, Everyday Mathematics , Handwriting  

Without Tears and paperback novels.   

 

Other handy itemsðhand sanitizer and Kleenex for your 

locker, and bring a water bottle each day. Students are 

also welcome to bring their own laptops to use for work, 

but assume all responsibility for them. 

 

Enjoy the next few weeks and weôll see you soon! 

Mrs. Russo and Anne 

 

 

mailto:alape@kazooschool.org
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P.E News 

By Karen Anderson 

 

Welcome back!  It's time to get back into action!  I hope 

your summer has been a good one, with a little time to  

relax.  As we cruise into September things will become very 

busy again. We will jump right into full activity in P.E.  so 

please send your child with appropriate shoes and clothing.  

If they bring a water bottle, please make sure it's not glass, 

and only contains water...nothing sugary or sticky!    Our 

P.E. program emphasizes lots of fun fitness work, good 

sportsmanship, and a wide variety of activities guaranteed 

to appeal to every child!  I want them to love being active 

and fit!  I look forward to a great year with your  

children...and with you! 

 

If your child will be participating in our middle school ath-

letic program as a player, manager, ball-boy or girl, an in-

formation packet was sent out in late July/early August.  It 

tells you everything you need to know about the sports pro-

gram.  If you did not receive it please contact the office. 

 

Please put the Kleinstuck Walk date on your calendar.  This 

all-school event will be on Saturday, September 10 from 12

-3 p.m.  It is our only fundraiser for the athletic program 

and we need everyone there! 

 

See you soon!  Karen 

 

 

 

 

Art News  

By Aubrey Hardaway 

 

I hope everyone has enjoyed a wonderful summer! So I am 

happy to report that I am back for another great year- just in a 

new format! Students will still be having art with me this 

year, just in different ways. Most students will meet with me 

once a week during the school year. We will work on  

traditional art skills such as drawing, painting, and clay.  

 

The Middle School will be having Art and Tech Classes this 

year and we will be focusing on Photography this first  

semester. If there is a camera around the house that you donôt 

mind your child using, feel free to have them bring it on  

Fridays, but please donôt feel you need to buy a camera. I 

would suggest they have a Jump Drive attached to a keychain 

for their photos. Know that the students used my cameraôs 

last year and all was well with them- so they are in safe 

hands. 

 

In addition, for the 4th grade and up, the Arts Club will meet 

on Thursdays and Fridays during lunch and recess.  For 1st 

grade and up, there is a bonus art time on Friday afternoons.  

 

For supplies for art I have just a simple list of: 

 

¶ 2B Pencil 

¶ HB Pencil 

¶ 2H Pencil 

¶ Kneaded Eraser 

¶ White Eraser 

¶ Sketch Book 

 

See you soon! 

Cheers! 

Aubrey 


